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Jesus is Your Complete Savior

I.  As your High Priest He was completely obedient (vs8)

II.   As your High Priest He completely achieved his objective/finished his goal (vs9)

7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered  9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him  10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek (Genesis 14). 

I’m sure that many of you have goals in life.  There are specific things you want to accomplish before you die.  King David, for example, had a goal to build a house for the LORD.  He observed that the Ark of the Covenant was kept in a tent, while he lived in a spacious palace.  When he went in prayer to the LORD, God answered him and said, “David, you desire a noble task.  But you have shed too much blood on the battlefield.  Your son will build a temple to my glory.”  Do you think that maybe David felt incomplete that he could not fulfill a life-long goal?  A football quarterback could have the career to rival all careers and break every record.  Yet, if he does not have that elusive Super Bowl ring on his finger, he may feel incomplete.  An avid hunter may not feel complete unless he bags that trophy buck.  A student may feel incomplete until they earn straight A’s, or score above a 24 on their ACT, or finally grab that high school diploma, Bachelor’s degree or their Master’s.  What are your goals in life?  Will you feel incomplete if you do not fulfill them?

In our Second Lesson this morning we read from the book of Hebrews. The author of this letter wrote to Jews who had converted to Christianity.  Because of severe persecution these recent converts wanted to abandon the true Christian faith and return to Judaism, a religion which wasn’t persecuted.  The author to the Hebrews had to remind them that the sacrifices and offerings were no longer necessary and most importantly could not earn them eternity in heaven.  These Jewish Christians wondered if this Jesus, the Great High Priest, was a good as the Old Testament priests.  Could he really sympathize with their suffering?  Could help them in their persecution?  Was he the complete package as the apostles preached?  This morning as you study chapter 5 of the letter to these Hebrews you will learn that Jesus is Your Complete Savior.  As your High Priest he was completely obedient.  As your High Priest he completely achieved his objective.

I.
As your High Priest he was completely obedient.  If you were to turn to page 142 in the front part of your hymnals you would find the marriage vows for Christian Marriage.  The pastor asks the bride, “Will you take this man to be your husband? Will you be guided by the counsel and direction God has given in his Word and submit to your husband as the Church submits to Christ?”  Ladies, there’s a word in there that makes you cringe: submit.  There have been many brides-to-be who have said, “I won’t say that word in my wedding.  It gives the impression that I must obey my husband no matter what.”  But when we take a look at the word submit in the context of Scripture, it does not have a bad connotation.  Paul says in Ephesians 5, “Wives, submit to your husbands just as the Church submits to Christ.”  How does the Church submit to Christ?  When we love, honor, obey, respect and serve him.  We show complete obedience to him as our Lord and Savior.  In the same way wives… submit, or show respect, honor, love, obey and serve your husbands, just as if you were doing it for the Lord.

But you husbands and single people aren’t off the hook.  Paul says to all of us as Christians, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Eph 5:21)  We submit to each other as Christian children when we obey our parents, as friends we respect and love and honor each other, as family members we support and build up each another, as we all serve one another out of holy awe for Christ.  Sadly, our sinful side does not always allow us to practice complete obedience to each other as Christ has asked us to do. In his holy Word Jesus has asked us to obey him and listen to our parents and do what they ask us to do, but we do not.  In his Word Jesus asks us to speak take our neighbors’ words and actions in the kindest possible way, even when they are not so nice and kind, but we do not.  He asks us to show complete obedience to his Word and not to abuse our bodies with drugs or alcohol or pre-marital sex, but we do not.  Our Savior asks us to be obedient to God and be good managers of our time, money and possessions; to share the good news of Jesus; and most importantly, to be obedient to God above all things, put him first in your life, but we do not.

Where we have been incomplete in our Christian living, Christ as our High Priest was and is complete.  The writer to the Hebrews says that Jesus learned obedience from what he suffered. (vs8)  Does this mean Jesus was not completely obedient before his march to Calvary?  Not at all.  The gospel writer Luke tells us that the boy Jesus, already as a twelve-year-old was obedient to his parents. (Luke 2)  And you know how kids get when they turn twelve.  More importantly, when Mary and Joseph found the boy Jesus in the temple he reminded them that he was doing his Heavenly Father’s business, thereby showing his complete compliance.  As he began his public ministry, a man of thirty years, he continued to show complete harmony with his Father.  And in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus learned the full cost of obedience.  As he prayed, “Father, let this cup pass from me,” he became fully aware of the reality and horror of death, death for the innocent God-Man.  Jesus in the Garden, recoiled from the massive impact of the sins of the whole world which now swirled around him, the damnation of all people weighed on his soul, a weight he must bear.  But he does not suggest an alternative solution.  Instead, he shows complete obedience, and, as our High Priest, prays, “Yet not my will, but yours be done.”

The Father answers his Son’s prayer, “No, this is how it must happen, my Son.  You will suffer and die.  But I will now strengthen you and get you ready for the cross and the grave.”  And so Jesus was not only obedient in prayer, but in action.  Strengthened by the Father he dutifully walked to the cross.  Paul in Philippians 2:8 writes, “He became obedient unto death, even death on a cross!”  Yes, dear friends, Jesus is your complete Savior. As your High Priest he was completely compliant to the Father’s will, which meant he had to sacrifice his own blood.

In the Old Testament the animal blood Aaron and his successors brought to the altar at the tabernacle and temple was offered first for their own sins, then for the sins of the people.  This sacrifice was repeated year after year.  Jesus, the Great High Priest also brought blood to God’s altar.  But in this case it was his own blood.  He didn’t have to repeat this sacrifice.  It was done once.  The blood he offered was not for his own sins, but was enough for the sins of the entire world.  His complete obedience removed all of your incompleteness from his sight.  Your inadequacy has been replaced by Jesus’ subservient actions.  His life and his death were worthy to replace your shortcomings with his perfect life.  Jesus is your complete Savior.  As your High Priest he was completely obedient.

II.
As your High Priest he completely accomplished his objective.  Now the Holy Spirit gives you the power to live a life of obedience to God’s Word.  As children you can obey your parents.  As friends you can be kind and nice to each other.  Wives, you can submit to your husbands.  Husbands, you can love your wives, all because Christ was completely obedient.  As you go today and to serve him and your neighbor remember also that your High Priest completely accomplished his objective.  In World War II American forces planned a mass invasion against Europe on beaches of Normandy.  The 101st Airborne Division parachuted behind enemy lines the evening before the land invasion.  The 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment was given the objective to take out a battery of enemy howitzers which were firing on Utah Beach, impeding the ground invasion.  The 506th accomplished their goal, assisting the Allied forces.

Not all objectives are completed.  The LORD God commanded the people of Israel to totally annihilate all the inhabitants of Canaan.  He wanted a pure nation, not under the influence of their heathen neighbors.  At first the people of Israel took God’s words seriously.  Then they became tired of fighting and started to rely on themselves rather than God.  They did not completely destroy the people of Canaan and there has been a struggle in that area ever since.  Where man has been incomplete God succeeds.  As your complete Savior, your High Priest accomplished his objective.  The writer to the Hebrews says in vs9, “…and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.”  Once made perfect literally means having accomplished his goal, he became the source of salvation.

What was Jesus’ goal?  To leave heaven, come down to earth and completely identify with humankind, to experience the deepest level of anguish, to suffer and die.  If Jesus had come down to earth and lived a perfect life, his work as Savior would not be complete.  It was still necessary for him to suffer and die for sins.  Jesus became your complete Savior when he walked to the cross, then to the grave and stamped it MISSION ACCOMPLISHED when he rose again on Easter Sunday and ascended to heaven.

Every mission should have a purpose.   The driving purpose behind Jesus’ mission was to become the source of eternal salvation (vs9).  It’s fascinating to study geography.  If you look at a map of Palestine you will notice that the Jordan River runs the length of Israel and feeds what you would think would be a beautiful lake teeming with fish and lined with resorts.  No, but the Dead Sea, also known as the Great Salt Sea, where nothing lives.  It seems pointless, all that fresh water, wasted on a giant lake of salt.  Jesus’ blood also ran into something dead, but it was not pointless.  Jesus’ blood ran into your dead soul, where nothing lives.  At your baptism Jesus’ blood flowed into your soul, creating new life and a living faith.  Jesus’ blood continues to flow into your hearts as you read the Word, as you hear it preached at Church.  Jesus accomplished his goal.  His blood is the source of your eternal life.  Jesus’ blood is the living water that feeds your soul, that flows with the gifts of eternal life and forgiveness of sins.

The goal of our ministry at Faith Lutheran is printed in the bulletin every Sunday service.  “Even as Christ came into this world to save us from our sins, so it is our mission to be ambassadors for Christ, by striving for spiritual growth while strengthening one another and seeking the lost through the Word of God and his sacraments.”  As you carry out your mission at this congregation do you ever feel incomplete?  You should.  There will always be people out there to invite to church, always something new to learn from his Word, there will always be weeks when you feel so low and need to be strengthened through the Lord’s Supper.  But at the same time your work should leave you feeling complete.  Because the message you share, the message you hear is an absolute message.  That message is Jesus.  Jesus is your comprehensive Savior.  He fills your soul when it is empty.  He is the one who works through his Words.  He gives us purpose in life.  Jesus is your complete Savior.  As your High Priest he was completely obedient for you.  As your High Pries he completely accomplished his objective for you.  Amen.

